June 12, 2011
Shalom Congregation Sinai Families,

I hope you are having a wonderful summer and are as excited as I am about the upcoming school year! Enclosed are registration materials for The Sinai Religious School. Please return them to the Sinai office by the first of August.

I would like to tell you about some of the new things that are happening in our Religious School in the upcoming year:

 One of my favorite Judaic topics is “Jewish culture from around the world”. I like exploring this topic with students because it promotes awareness of a wide range of traditions within Judaism and adds a fresh approach to holiday observances. Several of our holiday celebrations this year will be based on this topic including a Rosh HaShanah Seder featuring seven different foods that we eat for blessings in the new year and Mimouna, a Moroccan Jewish tradition celebrating the return to eating chametz after Passover. 

To build on the growth of our Torah N’ Tefilah (our junior congregation program for grades 3-7) service and Torah for Tots, we will be adding a new, professionally-led Family Service for ages K-2. Also new this year will be a Madrichim program (high school teaching assistants). This paid program will train teens to be effective teaching assistants through seminars and classroom experience. Interested teens can contact me to apply.

Please note that we are in the process of redesigning our B’nei Mitzvah program for students in grades 5-7. The changes are likely to have an impact on both schedule and fees. There will be a mailing later in the summer with information on curriculum, faculty and fees, as well as opportunities to meet with myself, Rabbi Berkenwald, and others to learn about our exciting new program. 

Attached to this letter you will find all of the information and forms you need to register your child/ren in our Congregation Sinai Religious School. I have also included the Religious School calendar for the entire year. Do not hesitate to call me or set up a time to meet in person if you have questions, comments, or just want to chat! 
I look forward to seeing all of you on the first day of school: Sunday, August 28th 2011!                                                              

Sincerely, 
Katherine Mueller

